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Dear Ms President

Distinguished Speakers of Parliaments

Honorable Members of Parliaments

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, allow me to express my sincere congratulation to Ms Gabriel Cuevas Barron as the new president of IPU and wish her all success. I am delighted to address you here today at the 138th IPU Assembly in Geneva and I should congratulate IPU Secretariat for excellent arrangements of this Assembly and present my especial thanks for giving APA this opportunity to deliver the Secretariat viewpoints.

Ms President

Distinguished Delegates

The theme, which the IPU has chosen for its 138th General Assembly, is inspiring and motivating indeed.

“Strengthening The global regime for migrants and refugees: The need for evidence-based policy solutions” invites me to share APAs strong concerns on this important item for humanity. Migration is one of the most important issues facing our societies. It is necessary to be well prepared and provide sufficient resources to manage all categories of migrants, including refugees.

To manage this problem of humanity, we should be ready in all levels: national, regional and international. APA tries through its bodies to develop different means to help its member in their initiatives to manage this issue, and believes that the development and protection of migrant’s rights are in line with the principles of human rights and contribute to the development and promotion of friendly relations among nations.

Ms President

Honorable Member Parliaments

It is my pleasure to announce that the APA as the the largest interparliamentary organization in Asia has continuously and consistently promoted the role of parliaments in sustainable development.

Our vision on different issues including migrants and refugees is clearly expressed in the APA resolutions, which are addressing economic, environmental, social - cultural, political, and security areas. These resolutions are covering poverty alleviation, achieving health equity, protecting the rights of migrant workers, which the latest one was Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia. These resolutions are covering also protecting the rights of Palestinian people, empowering women in Asia, water and sanitation in Asia, combating terrorism and organized crimes, confronting drug and human trafficking in Asia, preventing environmental degradation. We are attaching great importance to peace and stability, good governance, law and judicial empowerment and good parliamentary practices.

Ms Chairperson

Dear Colleagues

Last but not least, as the crucial role of parliaments in realization of the most desired goals of each nation based on equality, justice, peace and sustainable development, the APA is strongly interested on cooperation with other parliamentary organizations to collaborate in all mentioned areas.

This collaboration provides better opportunity to parliament on strengthening parliamentary diplomacy in the service of their nations.

Thank you very much for your attention.

